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On June 12, a river at 22+ ft and rising was 

joined by 5-7 inches of rain.

Cedar River Flood of 2008 
at Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Å24,000 people, 1,300 square blocks 
evacuated.

ÅApproximately 5,300 homes, businesses, 
industries and non-profits impacted.

ÅCity Hall, Public Works, WPC, Police, 
Central Fire Station evacuated.

ÅMercy Hospital evacuated. 

ÅPower to downtown area turned off.

Historical Crests

(1) 31.12 ft on 06/13/2008

(2) 20.00 ft on 06/01/1851

(2) 20.00 ft on 03/18/1929

(4) 19.66 ft on 03/31/1961

(5) 19.27 ft on 04/04/1993

(6) 18.60 ft on 04/04/1933

(7) 18.51 ft on 04/10/1965

(8) 18.31 ft on 07/25/1999

(9) 18.30 ft on 05/27/2004

(10) 18.23 ft on 06/16/1947

Low Water Records

(1) 2.3 ft on 09/26/2003

(2) 2.9 ft on 09/17/2005

(3) 0 ft on 10/31/1989

(3) 0 ft on 11/18/1989
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Cedar River Flood History at Cedar Rapids, IA

Stage

Flow (x 1000)

1851 1929 1961 1965 1993 1999 2004 2008

Stage 20 20 19.66 18.51 19.27 18.31 18.3 31.12

Flow (x 1000) 65 64 73 66.8 71 62.3 62.5 150
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Cedar Rapids Water Pollution 
Control Facility
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Cedar Rapids Water Purification 
Plant at J Avenue NE
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Cedar River Flood of 2008

ÅImmediate Impact to CR Water Dept.

ïAll wells out of service except HCW No. 3

ïDown to 12.4 MGD and loosing ground in 
system.

ïNW Plant out of service due to lack of water.

ï183 flooded City hydrants.

ïIncreased leak detection continues to find 
water issues in flooded homes.

East Well Field

West Well

Field

J Ave WTP
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Seminole Well Field

West Well 

Field

Collector Well 3

HCW No. 3, off 

Edgewood Road SW.

HCW No. 4 

near Seminole 

Valley Park.

Approx. 

100-year 

flood 

elevation
Platform elev 

736.5
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Collector Well 4 MCC

Water Distribution System 
Flood Recovery
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Hydrant Testing

--183 flooded City hydrants. Leak Detection
--Increased leak detection 

used to find issues in flooded 

structures.

--No main breaks found in 

the flooded area.

Cedar Rapids Water Pollution 
Control Facility

Timeline

ÅJune 12 ïPlant flooded

ÅJune 24 ïMain Lift Started

ÅJuly 17 ïPrimary (solids hauled to landfill) 

ÅJuly 18 - Secondary (roughing filter)

ÅAugust 25
ïAdvanced Treatment (CAS)

ïAlkaline Stabilization (Bio-solids land applied)

ÅSeptember 15 - Disinfection

ÅDecember 6 ïAdvanced Treatment (NAS)

ÅMarch 31(?) ïIncinerator

Å2010/2011 ïPermanent Repairs
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